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NUCLEIC ACIDS

1. DNA, or deoxyribonucleic acid, is a ‘polymer’. What does this mean?
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3. The two chains in a DNA moleculeare
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tofrun ‘antiparallel’. What does this mean?

4. The two chains in a DNA molecule are actually arranged to form a double-helical structure, rather like a
twisted rope ladder (see diagram below).

(a) Which part of the double-stranded DNA molecule forms the ‘rungs’ of the
ladder?

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e A s e s e o e e e e e s e S e e e e e e e e e e e

(b) Which part of the double-stranded DNA molecule forms the ‘side rails’ of
the ladder?
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